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Key Vocabulary 
Antarctica  Earth's southernmost continent. It contains the geographic 

South Pole and is situated in the Antarctic region of the 
Southern Hemisphere 

Equator The imaginary circle around the earth that is halfway between 
the North and South Poles. 

Glacier  A large body of ice.  

Hemisphere  A half of the earth, usually as divided into northern and 
southern halves by the equator, or into western and eastern 
halves by an imaginary line passing through the poles. 

Iceberg A floating mass of ice that has detached from a glacier. 

Latitude The distance between the equator and a point north or south 
on the earth's surface. This distance is measured in degrees 

Longitude The distance on the earth's surface east or west of an imaginary 
line on the globe that goes from the north pole to the south 
pole and passes through Greenwich, England. Longitude is 
usually measured in degrees. 

North/South Pole  The northernmost and southernmost points on Earth which are 
where the Earth’s axis meets the Earth’s surface. 

Pollution  Act of making something dirty or harmful by adding waste 
material.  

Tropics  The only part of the earth where the sun shines directly 
downwards. 
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